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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, 
of claims in the application: 



1. (previously presented) A method for checking the 
consistency of an item of data in a cache database with a respective 
item of data in a master database by comparing a first key stored in 
association with the item of data in the cache database with a second 
key stored in association with an index entry for the respective item of 
data in the master database. 



2. (previously presented) A method for retrieving an item of 
data from one of a cache or a master database, the master database 
comprising a plurality of items of master data and an index containing 
entries corresponding to one or more of the items of master data, the 
cache database containing a cached copy of at least one item of the 
master data, the method comprising the steps of: 

reading a first key stored in association with a cached copy of a 
required item of data from the cache database; 

reading a second key stored in association with an index entry for 
a respective item of master data from the master database; 

2 



JAMES 
Application No. 09/029,581 
August 12, 2003 

comparing the first key with the second key; and 

retrieving in the event the first and second keys are the same the 

cached copy of the item of data or in the event the first and second keys 

are different the respective item of master data. 

3. (previously presented) A method according to claim 1, 
wherein the first and second keys are time-stamps. 



4. (previously presented) Use of a method according to claim 
1 in a client/server system. 

5. (previously presented) A database fileserver apparatus 
comprising: 

input means for receiving a conditional read request for an item 
of data stored in the database, the request including a first key for a 
previously-retrieved copy of the item of data; 

means for accessing an index of the database and reading an 
index entry for the requested item of data, the index entry including a 
second key for the stored item of information; 

means for comparing the first and second keys; and 

3 



JAMES 
Application No. 091029,581 
August 12, 2003 

means if the keys are the same for returning an indication that 

the previously-retrieved copy of the item of data is consistent or if the 

keys are different for reading from the database and returning a copy of 

the item of data. 



6. (previously presented) A database index, wherein at least 
one index entry in the index includes at least: 

identity information for identifying an item of information in the 
database; 

location information for indicating the location in the database of 
the item of information; and 

version information which changes each time the respective 
information in the database changes. 



7. (previously presented) A method according to claim 2, 
wherein the first and second keys are time stamps. 



8. (previously presented) Use of method according to claim 2 
in a client/server system. 
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9. (new) A method for checking the consistency of an 

item of data in a cache database with a respective item of data in a 

master database by comparing a first key stored in association with the 

item of data in the cache database with a second key stored as a 

component of an index entry for the respective item of data in the 

master database. 
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